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By Rick Radin
Contra Costa Times 
 
Posted: 09/09/2009 05:33:48 PM PDT
MARTINEZ — Danville and San Ramon will wait to
resolve their competition to control development in
the Tassajara Valley as an agency decided today to
help them negotiate the dispute.  
 
At issue is each city's sphere of influence, the area
marked for annexation. The designation gives a city
limited authority over development before
annexation. Both want the Tassajara Valley. 
 
First, the Contra Costa Local Agency Formation
Commission this afternoon rejected San Ramon's
request that Tassajara immediately go into its sphere
of influence. The commission's staff had
recommended rejection and Danville had sought
more discussion and negotiation. 
 
Both communities have cast covetous eyes on the
Tassajara Valley, which is east of San Ramon and
south and east of Danville, for housing
development.  
 
"We definitely pledge to pursue this sooner than
later," said commission Chairwoman Gayle Uilkema,
in assuring San Ramon that its plea for urgency
won't be ignored. "We need to sit down and talk it
through." 
 
In other action, the commission granted Clayton
and Concord's requests to retain their present
spheres of influence.  
 

The commission's staff had recommended taking a
quarry out of Clayton's area and also had suggested
taking the former Concord Naval Weapons Station
land out of Concord's control.

http://www.contracostatimes.com/fdcp?1252616775101
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Sharon Burke to fill alternate position on planning entity

by Geoff Gillette

Residents in the southern part of Contra Costa County have an additional voice representing their interests, as Alamo resident
Sharon Burke was named last week to fill a vacant position on the Contra Costa Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO).

Burke, who has long been heavily involved in Alamo and was a founder of the incorporation movement, was voted in to serve as
an alternate to the group. Her list of accomplishments includes being a member of the League of Women Voters, heading the
Children's Hospital Auxiliary and serving in PTA offices in local schools.

At their meeting Sept. 9, members of the commission looked over the applications of four finalists. A total of 12 Contra Costa
County residents expressed an interest in filling the role, as an alternate to commission member Martin McNair.

LAFCO is a seven-member board charged with regulatory and planning duties throughout the county. The commission
membership is made up of individuals from the Board of Supervisors, city councils, special districts and from the community at
large.

Each of these membership categories also has an appointed representative to serve as an alternate if the member is unable to
attend. Alternates are able to attend meetings and participate in the discussion of agenda items, but unless they are filling in for
their board member they are unable to vote.

Burke was unable to attend the Sept. 9 meeting due to a family emergency that took her out of town. However, she provided the
commission with a statement regarding her interest in LAFCO and her reasons for seeking out the position.

"As currently constituted, Contra Costa LAFCO does not have a resident of South County as a member or alternate on the
Commission and has not had one for years," she stated. "I believe I would bring an additional point of view to LAFCO to represent
a currently under-represented area of the county."

A subcommittee went through the applications and narrowed it down to four. The subcommittee recommended the full
commission choose Burke both for the strong qualities she would bring to the role but also for

representation of the southern end of the county.

District 3 Supervisor Mary N. Piepho, herself an alternate on the commission, endorsed the choice of Burke for the position.

"It's obvious we have a wealth of talented individuals," Piepho said. "I think it's important to recognize a geographic balance. We
are missing a representative for the southern portion of the county. Sharon's nomination would fill that gap."

Commissioners moved to pass the recommendation and were ready to vote when Commissioner Helen Allen intervened.

"At this time while I hear there is a motion to support, I have my own ideas," she offered.

Allen said she felt she was not given enough information on the candidates and requested that in future discussions they be
given all of the applications. She then moved that rather than simply approve Burke, the commission vote on the finalists and let
the candidate with the most votes become the alternate.

When no other commissioners seconded Allen's amendment it died and the commission voted 6-1 in favor of Burke.

A statement released by LAFCO read: "Ms. Burke has demonstrated a commitment to the community through her many years of
involvement in community organizations."

Officials say Burke will be sworn in at the Oct. 14 meeting. Her term expires May 2012.

http://www.danvilleweekly.com/news/story_print.php?story_id=2023
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By Jonathan Lockett
CONTRA COSTA TIMES 
 
Posted: 10/02/2009 04:07:33 PM PDT 
 
Updated: 10/02/2009 04:07:34 PM PDT
A Contra Costa Superior Court judge ruled Friday
against Oakley in a case brought by the Greenbelt
Alliance to protect farmland in the city's East Cypress
Corridor, according to a news release from the
Greenbelt Alliance. 
 
Oakley must now re-evaluate its environmental
impact report for a second time to show how it will
offset the loss of 828 acres of farmland in the
Hotchkiss Tract. The city also had show revisions in
air quality remedies in court, which the judge
accepted, according to City Manager Bryan
Montgomery. 
 
"This is a huge victory for the Bay Area and the
state, because cities will have to protect farmland,"
said Christina Wong, Greenbelt Alliance Field
Representative, in a news release. 
 
"We're certainly disappointed," Montgomery said,
"but we just need to move forward and do what
needs to be done to comply." 
 
Montgomery said the land, although containing
livestock, is not used for farming and has never
been. "It's just open space," he said. 
 
The organization sued the city in 2006 for failing to
address 10 environmental impacts of development
on more than 1,600 acres of land along East
Cypress Road. The developments would add up to

5,600 houses and apartments in an area that is
below sea level.

In 2007, a judge ruled in favor of Oakley on eight
of the environmental issues but ordered the city to
address issues with air quality and loss of
agricultural land. Friday's ruling means the city will
have to make its third revision to the environmental
plan paid for by developers.

Jonathan Lockett covers Oakley. Reach him at
925-779-7174.

http://www.contracostatimes.com/fdcp?1254785582533
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